
Do you know what Evaluation Criteria are? 
The Evaluation of Innovation Fund proposal is based on a “cascade approach” 
starting with the evaluation of the first criteria ‘Degree of Innovation’.
Each project proposal must meet the specific minimum thresholds set for 
individual criteria to be considered for funding, though there is no overall 
minimum threshold for acceptance.

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 
Europe research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement No 
101137584. 

BRIDGING THE 
INNOVATION GAP

Criteria
Minimum 
pass score

Maximum 
Score

Degree of Innovation 9 15

GHG Emission
avoidance potential

3 12

Project Maturity 9 15

Replicability 9 15

Cost efficiency and 
quality of calculation

9 15

Bonus Point n.a. 4

Total points 76

Let see the criteria in more in detail… 
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INNOVATION GAP

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 
Europe research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement No 
101137584. 

Degree of Innovation 
Innovation compared to the state-of-the-art and go beyond 
incremental.
Innovation is not only related to the technology, but it includes: 
• new sectors, new products, new markets, new business models, new 
value-chains, etc
• it is not currently offered in the EU market; 
• the expected outcomes go well beyond existing solutions; 

Project Maturity
Technical maturity:  Pre-Feed studies should be performed and reported.  
Permitting advancement, supply chain (contracts or LoS with suppliers, etc..)
Financial Maturity: market analysis, commitment and internal resources 
(investors commitments and funding contribution).
Operational Maturity (Implementation plan, permitting, procurement strategy)

Replicability
Replicability in terms of efficiency gains and multiple environmental 
impacts (i.e.: Efficient use of resources, use of biomass, circularity, 
environmental benefits on land, water and air quality)
Replicability in terms of further deployment numbers of plants that 
can be replicate with technology/solution transfer to other sites (company 
level, EU level  within the same industrial sector and in other EII sectors)
Replicability in terms of Contribution to EU’ leadership and 
competitiveness (connection with PCI projects, contribution to Supply of 
Net-zero Technologies, Innovation and Knowledge Development in Europe . 
Collaboration with Univ. and or RTOs)

GHG emission avoidance
Absolute GHG emission avoidance: To calculate the difference between 
a Reference scenario (all emission) and the project scenario (10 years) 
Relative GHG emission avoidance:  a relative comparison within the 10 
years period of the reference scenario

𝐶𝑜𝑠𝑡 𝑒𝑓𝑓𝑖𝑐𝑖𝑒𝑛𝑐𝑦 𝑟𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜 =

Maximum IF grant that can requested is 60% of relevant cost;
Cost efficiency ratio should be lower than (or equal to) 200 €/t CO2eq; 

N.B.: Relevant Costs = CAPEX + PV of OPEX + PV of Maintenance CAPEX 
– PV of Operational Benefits – PV of Revenues

𝑟𝑒𝑞𝑢𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝐼𝐹 𝑔𝑟𝑎𝑛𝑡 
𝑎𝑏𝑠𝑜𝑙𝑢𝑡𝑒 𝐺𝐻𝐺 𝑒𝑚𝑖𝑠𝑠𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑎𝑣𝑜𝑖𝑑𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒

Cost Efficiency
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