
How to build a GHG emission avoidance potential for IF 
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BRIDGING THE 
INNOVATION GAP

1. UNDERSTANDING 
YOUR PROJECT
•What practice or product will 
replace? (principal product)
•Change in the process or 
replacement of the final 
product?
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4. IDENTIFY THE REFERENCE SCENARIO
Reference scenario identification is crucial to 
compare and demonstrate the GHG emission 
avoidance. 

Key points:  
ETS product benchmark
production system 
Energy demand and origin 

UPLOAD TO 
THE PORTAL

2. IDENTIFY THE 
PRINCIPAL PRODUCT
By Sector:
1.Refineries
2.Iron & Steel
3.Non-ferrous industries
4.Cement & Lime
5.Glass, ceramics & 

construction material
6.Pulp & Paper
7.Chemicals
8.Hydrogen
9.In case of production of 

electrolysers, manufacturing 
of components

10.Other activities that fall 
under the EU ETS (Electricity, 
Heat, or other)

3. UNDERSTAND THE
SYSTEM BOUNDARIES
Define the project boundaries 
in line with the relevant 
Methodology and as a 
function of the project’s 
specificities

5. FILL IN THE 
GHG 
CALCULATORS
GHG calculators are 
spreadsheet 
templates provided 
by CINEA
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ABSOLUTE GHG EMISSION AVOIDANCE: 
difference between the expected GHG emissions of the proposed project and the 
GHG emissions in the reference scenario during 
10 years after entry into operation.

RELATIVE GHG EMISSION AVOIDANCE: 
absolute GHG emission avoidance divided by the GHG emissions in the reference 
scenario over the same 10 years period (GHG emission avoidance must be at least 
50% compared to the existing technologies)
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BRIDGING THE 
INNOVATION GAP

IMPORTANT POINTS  (CCUS specific)
I. An emission reduction by CCU can only be claimed if  the captured CO2 

will be used by incorporation into a product.

II. Combustion and end-of-life emissions for CCU products are not affected 
by the original fossil or biogenic status of the captured CO2. 

III. No credit from CC can be claimed for supplying captured CO2 to 
established markets (e.g.: production of carbonated beverages) 

IV. All emissions in the reference scenario shall be considered for the absolute 
avoidance calculation

Inadequate 
reference 

scenario and 
emission 
factors

Project 
boundaries 
differ from 

the 
methodology 

ones

Difference in 
the scope of 

reference and 
project 

scenarios

Assumption 
are not 

supported 
with evidence Additional 

GHG savings 
under 

absolute 
GHG 

avoidance
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